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EDUCATION 
 
2000 Ph.D., University of Pennsylvania, Folklore & Folklife 
 Dissertation: An Ethics of Care: Politics and Religion in American Indian Health 
1999 M.P.H., University of Oklahoma, 1999, Epidemiology 
1995 M.A., University of Pennsylvania, Folklore & Ethnography 
1991 A.B., Harvard University, History and Literature: Latin America  (Magna Cum Laude)  
 Thesis: Traces of Disappearance: Contemporary Chilean Poetry and the Experience of Dictatorship 
1991 Certificate, Harvard University, Latin American Studies, 1991 
1989 Universidad Católica, Santiago, CHILE, Literatura y Estética   
 
APPOINTMENTS 
 
2008-present Assistant Professor, Department of Health Management and Policy 
   Drexel University School of Public Health (Tenure Track) 
2008-present Director, DrPH Program in Health Policy and Social Justice 
2004-2008 Assistant Professor, Department of Community Health and Prevention 
   Drexel University School of Public Health (Tenure Track) 
2000-2004 Assistant Professor, Department of Community Health and Prevention  
   MCP Hahnemann School of Public Health 
2002-present Research Fellow, Center for Health Equality, Drexel University 
2007-present Co-Chair, Executive Committee, Children’s Sentinel Nutrition Assessment Program   
1999-2000 Consultant/Public Health Education, Native American Prevention Research Center, 

University Of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center & Association of American Indian 
Physicians, Oklahoma City, OK 

1998-present Consultant/Epidemiologist, USPHS Indian Health Service, Oklahoma City Area Office 
1997-1998 Public Health Training Specialist, Health Agency Training, Epidemiology & Biostatistics 

Dept., University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center 
1996-1997 Instructor/Lecturer, Redlands Community College, El Reno, OK 
1996-1997 Strategic Plan Coordinator, Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes & USPHS Indian Health Service 
1995-1996 Research Assistant, University of Pennsylvania, Dept. of Folklore & Folklife 
1995-1997 Research Assistant, Penn State College of Medicine, Dept. of Humanities 
1993-1995 Teaching Associate, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 
1993-1995 Writing Consultant, WATU, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 
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HONORS AND AWARDS 
 
2008  Young Professional Award, Maternal & Child Health Section, American Public Health 

Association. 
2007  Claneil Award.  For individuals whose previous success addressing the most important and 

challenging issues facing our country today, suggests their extraordinary potential to effect 
meaningful change into the future.  

2007  40 Under 40.  (One of forty young professionals who contribute to making Philadelphia a better 
place to live) Philadelphia Business Journal. 

2005  Lindback National Award for Teaching Excellence.  Drexel University. 
2005  DHHS Secretary’s Award for Innovation in Health Promotion and Disease Prevention, National 

Competition, Third Place. (Mentor for Student, Cizely Kurian) Paper: Photovoices: Uncovering 
Family Experiences Behind Welfare Policies and Programs. 

2002  Jonathan Mann Award for Health and Human Rights, MCP Hahnemann University School of 
Public Health (Now Drexel University School of Public Health) 

1999  Alpha Epsilon Lambda.  “For excellence in service to graduate and professional school students 
through outstanding scholarship, character and leadership.” 

1999  Graduate Student Association Award for Outstanding Academic Achievement, University of 
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center 

1999  The Outstanding Student Award, College of Public Health, University Of Oklahoma Health 
Sciences Center 

1997  Best student paper in belief and religious folklife, American Folklore Society, 1997 
1994-1995 Teaching Fellowship, Dept. of Continuing Education, Dept. of English, University of 

Pennsylvania 
1993-1994 Non-Service Fellowship, Dept. of Folklore and Folklife, University of Pennsylvania 
1991  Phi Beta Kappa 
1990  Honors Thesis Research Grant, Committee on Latin American and Iberian Studies, Harvard 

University  
1986-1987, 1987-1988, 1990-91    Elizabeth Cary Agassiz Certificate of Merit for Academic Achievement 

of High Distinction, Harvard University 
 
SUPPORT 
 
Active Research Support 
 
St. Christopher’s Foundation, Hans Kersten, MD, PI,   $40,000   07/08-06/09 

“Developing a Valid Measure of Feeding Behavior in Children with Failure-To-Thrive.”   
This study validate a modified measure of parent-child behavior during feeding interactions that 
was developed for children under 12 months of age (NCAST) for children older than 12 months 
of age (the Modified NCAST or M-NCAST). 

Role: Co-Principal Investigator 
 

Center for Public Health Initiatives, University of Pennsylvania. Amy Hillier, PhD (PI) Chilton Co-
Investigator.  $20,000          07/08-06/09 

Evaluating WIC Participant Access to Healthy Foods.    
This study seeks to determine the availability, cost, and quality of healthy foods in WIC-
approved stores, to determine the amount of fruits and vegetables WIC participants currently 
consume, and to assess the barriers WIC participants currently face in accessing fruits and 
vegetables. 

Role: Co-Investigator 
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Claneil Foundation Award, Chilton (PI)            Total Cost $100,000  01/08-06/10 
Witnesses to Hunger: Mothers Taking Action to Improve Health Policy 
Participatory research, using Photovoice technique, that engages mothers of infants and toddlers 
to create their own documentaries about living with the daily threat of hunger.  This project will 
work with low-income mothers of young children to help re-focus policymaking attention on 
family hunger and child development. 

Role: Principal Investigator 
 
Claneil Foundation, Chilton (PI)                         Total Cost: $1,058,000  07/07-07/10 

The Philadelphia GROW Project 
The Philadelphia GROW Project is rooted in public health practice and public health research.  
Is a clinical services, research and advocacy effort for children  and families at risk for hunger.  
It consists of 1) A multidisciplinary clinic (at St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children) for low 
income families with children diagnosed with failure-to-thrive; 2) The Philadelphia site of the 
Children’s Sentinel Nutrition Assessment Program (C-SNAP)—C-SNAP is a multi-site 
research project that measures the impact of federal policies and public assistance programs on 
maternal and child health; and 3) an advocacy and communications to inform policy regarding 
maternal child health and community nutrition. 

Role: Principal Investigator  
 
PEW Charitable Trusts,   Chilton, (PI)  Total Cost: $225,000  04/07-03/10 

Improving Behavioral Health for Malnourished Infants, Toddlers and Their Families. 
This project enhances the behavioral health components of the GROW Clinic by supporting the 
efforts of a behavioral psychologist, and 30% of the social work provided by the GROW Clinic.  
It also will help to raise awareness of the importance of behavioral health care for very young 
children. 

American Academy of Pediatrics.  CATCH Community Access to Child Health Kersten, (PI)  
Chilton (Co-PI)     Total Cost:  $20,000    03/08-03/09 

To partner with community and government agencies to improve access to nutrition and 
medical care for young children at risk by developing a referral and treatment protocol to 
address undernutrition and failure to thrive in Philadelphia, and to develop an education 
campaign for families with young children. 
 

Philadelphia Department of Public Health, Chilton, Chilton (PI)  $2,000             11/07-11/08 
 Support for parent support group for GROW clinic parents. 

 
Kellogg Foundation and Claneil Foundation, John Cook, (Co-PI) Chilton (Co-PI)  7/07-6/09 
 The Real Cost of the Healthy Diet Total Cost: $125,000 

This community based participatory research study will work with youths and local community 
partner organizations (Food Trust and Coalition Against Hunger) to investigate the cost of 
groceries for families on food stamps in four neighborhoods in both Philadelphia and Boston. 

Role:  Co-Principal Investigator 
 
Completed Research Support 
 
USDA Small Grants Program, Chilton (PI)  Total Cost: $25,000  06/05-12/06 

Wellbeing of Citizen Children of Immigrants in Relation to Food Stamps and WIC, 1998-2005 
This study is an analysis of C-SNAP data (see below) to assess the relationship between food 
assistance and wellbeing of immigrant families. 

Role: Principal Investigator 
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Claneil Foundation, Philadelphia, PA, Chilton (PI) Total Cost: $1,200,000  06/04-06/07 
The Philadelphia GROW Project / Children’s Sentinel Nutrition Assessment Program (C-
SNAP) 
See above for description. 

Role: Principal Investigator  
 

Drexel University, Perez (PI)    Total Cost: $187,000  01/06-01/08 
An Evaluation of the Combined Effects of Environmental Particulate Exposures and Dietary 
Deficiencies on Pediatric Asthma Severity in Inner City Philadelphia.  This community based 
study works with low-income families in subsidized housing to assess the relationship between 
housing conditions, mold/bioaerosol contaminants and nutrition.   

Role: Co-Investigator  
 

National Institutes of Health, Chilton, Recipient      06/03-06/07 
Loan Repayment Program Recipient, for Health Disparities Research. 
Recipient of the loan repayment program for carrying out disparities research related to nutrition 
and hunger. 

Role: Program recipient 
 
Center for Health Equality, Drexel University, Chilton  (PI) Total Cost: $30,000 01/03-06/05 

Community Solutions to Nutrition Related Health Disparities 
This study assessed racial and ethnic disparities in access to nutritious foods that impact health, 
and identified places where GIS mapping could be included in community-based strategies for 
eliminating such disparities. 

Role: Principal Investigator 
 

Drexel University & MCP Hahnemann University, Chilton (PI) Total Cost: $20,000 07/02-06/03 
Improving Child Nutrition in the Emergency Food System  
This study sought to identify the immediate points of intervention that directly impact the 
nutritional intake of single parent African American and Latino households accessing the 
emergency food system in Philadelphia.   

Role: Principal Investigator 
 

Institute of Women’s Health, Drexel University, Chilton (PI) Total Cost:  $5,000 01/02-01/03 
Women’s Health, Hunger and Human Rights: Women’s nutritional status and decision-making.   
Given the gender disparities in the experience of hunger, this study sought to 1) document the 
nutritional status of African American female food cupboard users, and 2) to explore their 
experiences with food insecurity, their beliefs about the relationship between nutrition and 
health, and to explore women’s “lay” terminology and understanding of human rights language 
related to nutrition and health. 

Role: Principal Investigator 
 
 
Contracts 
 
USPHS Indian Health Service Oklahoma City Area Office, epidemiological analysis of Oklahoma Area Indian 
Health Service Diabetes Clinic Audit, preparation of 30 distinct reports with trend data, and contextual report 
comparing findings to national diabetes statistics of the USPHS Indian Health Services and BRFSS.  2000-2003 
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USDA & Food Stamp Program, McKinney (PI).  Nutrition Education Outreach in Philadelphia 
Public Schools.  Grant to NEP Nutrition Education Programs, Subcontracted through the 
Philadelphia School District to Drexel University Nutrition Center.  2003   
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Peer Reviewed Publications 
 
Chilton, MM, Rose, D. A Rights-Based Approach to Food Insecurity in the United States.  American 

Journal of Public Health, forthcoming. 
 
Chilton, MM, Black, MM, Berkowitz, C, Casey, PH, Cook, JT, Cutts, D, Rose Jacobs, R, Heeren, T, 

Ettinger de Cuba, S., Meyers, A, and Frank, DA. Food Insecurity and Risk for Poor Health 
Among US Born Children of Immigrants. American Journal of Public Health, forthcoming. 

 
Chilton, MM, Chyatte, MR*, Gracely, E. Evidence that young children are falling through the safety 

net: Policy implications of hunger and poor health in Pennsylvania.  Commonwealth: A Journal 
of Political Science, Special Issue: Public Health in Pennsylvania, forthcoming. 

 
Cook JT, Frank DA, Casey PH, Rose-Jacobs R, Black MM, Chilton MM, et al. A brief indicator of 

household energy security: associations with food security, child health, and child development 
in US infants and toddlers. Pediatrics 2008;122(4):e867-75. 

 
Rose-Jacobs R, Black MM, Casey PH, Cook JT, Cutts DB, Chilton MM, et al. Household food 

insecurity: associations with at-risk infant and toddler development. Pediatrics 2008;121(1):65-
72. 

 
Chilton, MM, Ettinger de Cuba, S, Cutts, D; Berkowitz, C; Cook, J, Black, MM, Danielle Apugliese, 

D, Heeren, T; Frank, A; and the C-SNAP Study Group.  La alimentación y el bienestar de los 
ciudadanos estadounidenses más jóvenes de madres mexicanas, centroamericanas, y caribeñas. 
Cahiers Alhim de la Universidad de Paris 8 de Saint-Denis.  January 2008. 

 
Chilton, MM and Booth, S.  Hunger of the body and hunger of the mind: African American women's 

perceptions of food insecurity, health and violence.  Journal of Nutrition Education and 
Behavior, 2007 39 (3): 116-125.  

 
Chilton, MM.  Developing a Measure of Dignity for Stress-Related Health Outcomes.  Health and 

Human Rights 2006;9 (2):208-233 
 
Teti, M.*, Chilton, MM., Lloyd, L., Rubenstein, S.  The Inseparability of Violence and HIV: using 

Human Rights and Ecosocial Frameworks to Transform HIV Prevention Initiatives for Women. 
Health and Human Rights 2006;9 (2):40-61. 

 
Rose, Donald (Diego), Bodor, N, Chilton, MM.  2006.  Has The WIC Incentive To Formula Feed Led 

To An Increase In Overweight Children?  Journal of Nutrition, 2006, 136: 1086-1090. 
 
Cook JT, Frank DA, Levenson SM, Neault NB, Heeren TC, Black MM, Berkowitz C, Casey PH, 

Meyers AF, Cutts DB, Chilton, MM. Child Food Insecurity Raises Child Health Risks. 
Journal of Nutrition, 2006, 136:1073-1076. 
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Chilton, MM.  To see it and feel it in writing: Documentation of a Strategic Process in Indian Health.  Journal 
of Applied Folklore 1999, 4(1): 23-40. 

 
Chilton, MM.  American Indian Health Care: Approaching the Thunder’s Nest.  Southern Folklore Quarterly 

1997, 54(2):124-138. 
 
Book Chapters 
 
Teti, MM and Chilton MM.  Looking ahead: The public health approach to intimate partner violence 

prevention.  In Angelo Giardino and Eileen Giardino, eds. Intimate Partner Violence: A resources for 
Professionals Working with Children and Families in Domestic Violence Cases. St. Louis, MO: GW 
Medical Publishing. Forthcoming. 

 
Hufford, D. and Chilton MM.  Politics, Spirituality and Environmental Healing.  In Jennifer Chesworth, ed. 

The Ecology of Health: Issues and Alternatives.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, 1996. 
 
Invited Journal Articles 
 
Chilton MM. and G. True. American Indian Beliefs Affect End of Life Care Decisions.  Last Acts Statement on 

Diversity and End of Life Care...  Teaching Cases.  Fall, 2001, 11-14. 
 
Chilton MM.  Panel Recommends Integrating Behavioral, Relaxation Approaches into Medical Treatment of 

Chronic Pain, Insomnia.  Alternative Therapies.  1996, 2,1:18+. 
 
Chilton MM and Y. Lambrinidou.  Report on Annual NIH/OAM Conference, 1995.  Alternative Therapies.  

1995, 1,3:18+. 
 
Book Reviews 
 
Chilton, MM. 2004.  Ideologies and Pathologies of Power: Two Books That Contribute to the Cause of 

Innovative Public Health Theory, Practice, and Promotion.  Health and Social Justice: Politics, 
Ideology, and Inequity in the Distribution of Disease Richard Hofrichter (Editor), Pathologies 
of Power: Health, Human Rights, and the New War on the Poor.  Health Promotion Practice, 
October. 

 
Selected Peer Reviewed Abstracts and Presentations 
 
Thayer, Julie, Rosa DaCosta,* Cook, JT, Chilton, MM.  Urban Food landscapes.  Case study on 

Boston and Philadelphia. Community Food Security Coalition, Annual Conference. 
 
Cutts, DB, Meyers, A, Black, MM, Casey, P, Chilton MM, Cook JT2, Geppert J, Ettinger de Cuba S, 

Coleman, S, Frank DA.  Housing Instability and Child Health.  National Healthy Homes 
Conference, Baltimore, September 2008. 

 
Cutts, DB, Meyers, Chilton, MM, A, Black, MM, Heeren, T., Cooke, JT, Casey, P, Berkowitz, Ettinger 

de Cuba S, Coleman, S, Frank DA. Housing instability impacts food security and well-being in 
young children. American Public Health Association, Annual Meeting, 2008 

 
Rubinstein, S. Depaul, E*, Kersten, H, Chilton, MM, Developing an evaluation strategy for a multi-

disciplinary clinic for undernourished children.  American Public Health Association, Annual 
Meeting, 2007 
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Chyatte, MR*, Chilton, MM. Early childhood trauma: A call for foster care reform. American Public 

Health Association, Annual Meeting, 2007 
 
Sherls, J, Fleisher, L, Buzaglo, J, Chilton, MM, Miller, S. Navigating Pennsylvania Cancer Patients 

Program:  A chart Review of Oncology Patient Disparities Among Urban and Rural 
Populations.  CDC Cancer Conference, 2007.  Second Place Winner: Best Student Poster 

 
Perez, HR, Berhane, Z, Gurian, P Chilton, MM, Airborne Particle Counts, Dust Endotoxin and 

Activity Limitation in Inner-City Asthmatic Children, American Public Health Association, 
Annual Meeting, 2007 

 
Black, MM, Rose-Jacobs, R, Appugliese, DP, Heeren, T, Casey, PH, Cutts, DB Chilton, MM, Meyers, 

AF, Cook, JT, Frank, DA. Maternal Depressive Symptoms: Association With Food Insecurity 
And Developmental Risk Among Children Under Age 3.  Pediatric Academic Societies, 
Annual Meeting, 2007. 

 
Chilton, MM, Cutts, DB, Ettinger De Cuba, S., Berkowitz, C, Casey, PH, Cook, JT., Frank, DA, 

Black, MM, Heeren, T, Levenson, S.  Food insecurity among the youngest US citizens born to 
immigrants of the Americas: Implications for policy and human rights.  American Public 
Health Association, Annual Meeting, 2006 

 
Chilton, MM, Rose, D.  Insecure about what? Addressing US hunger in the context of human rights. 

American Public Health Association, Annual Meeting, 2006 
 
Ettinger De Cuba, Frank, DA, Neault, N, S., Chilton, MM, Cook, JT Berkowitz, C, Black, MM, Casey, 

PH, Cutts, DB, Meyers, AF, Zaldivar, N, Levenson, S, Heeren, T, Zhaoyan, Yang.  What's a 
child nutrition program? Subsidized housing and the Low-Income Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP) linked to improved growth outcomes for young children of color. American Public 
Health Association, Annual Meeting, 2006 

 
Robertson, CJ*, Chilton, MM.  Disappearing black men: The epidemic of incarcerated black men in 

America through the lens of human rights and capabilities.  American Public Health 
Association, Annual Meeting, 2006 

 
Breaux, JR*, Chilton, MM. Rights of the child in medical decision making.  American Public Health 

Association, Annual Meeting, November, 2006 
 
Chyatte, M* and Chilton, MM. Protecting women's bodily integrity: A human rights approach to 

keeping female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) above ground in the US.  American Public 
Health Association, Annual Meeting, November, 2006 

 
Chilton, MM, Cutts, DB, Berkowitz, C, Ettinger De Cuba, S., Frank, DA, Cook, JT.  Hunger and 

Wellbeing among children of Mexican, Central American and Caribbean mothers.  52nd 
Congreso de Americanistas, Seville, Spain.  July, 2006. 

 
Chilton, MM, Cutts DB, Berkowitz C, Cook JT, Frank DA, Levenson SM, Heeren TC, Black MM, , 

Casey PH, Meyers AF. Children of Immigrants: Impact of Food Stamps on Health.  Pediatric 
Academic Societies, Annual Meeting, San Francisco, 2006 
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Rose-Jacobs, R, Black, MM., Casey, P., Chilton, MM, Cook, JT, Heeren, TC, Cutts DB, Levenson, S , 
Meyers, AF, Neault, N., Frank, DA.  Household Food Insecurity and Risk for Children's 
Developmental Problems.  Pediatric Academic Societies Annual Meeting, San Francisco, 2006 

 
Black, MM, Frank, DA, Levenson, S, Casey, PH, Chilton, MM, Cutts, DB, Meyers, AF, Heeren, TC, 

Cook, J., Neault, N, Berkowitz, C. Stunting Is Associated with Poor Health Among Low-
Income Children.  Pediatric Academic Societies Annual Meeting, San Francisco, 2006 

 
Frank, DA, Rose-Jacobs, R, Black, MM, Casey, PH, Cutts DB, Meyers, AF, Chilton, MM, Levenson, 

S, Neault, N, Heeren, TC.  Does Safety Net Program Participation Decrease Impact of Food 
Insecurity on Developmental Risk Among Low Income Children of Color? Pediatric Academic 
Societies Annual Meeting, San Francisco, 2006 

 
Kurian, C,* Worley, H, Sondheimer, N., Chilton, MM.  Photovoices: Uncovering Family Experiences 

Behind Welfare Policies and Programs. American Public Health Association Annual Meeting, 
2005.    

  
Baffy, N,* Lisi, L, Chilton, MM.  215 GO!: Innovations in Pediatric Obesity Care.  American Public 

Health Association Annual Meeting, 2005.  Made top ten student abstracts for APHA.  
  
Walker, R.,* Gerrity, P, Chilton, MM.  Routine and Chaos: Challenges of Diabetes Self-management 

in a Low Income Community.  American Public Health Association Annual Meeting, 2005.  
 
Chilton, MM.  Measuring Violations of Dignity for Policy Relevant Research.  Conference: Lessons Learned 

from Rights Based Approaches to Health, Atlanta, April 2005. 
 
Chilton, MM. 'Human Rights are a Joke':  Perspectives from the poor on Health and Human Rights.  

Conference: Lessons Learned from Rights Based Approaches to Health, Atlanta, April 2005. 
 
Chilton, MM, Riddell, L, Ford, E, Opoku-Boateng, A, McKinney, S.  Nutritional challenges of working poor 

families: Family food insecurity and the emergency food system. American Public Health Association, 
Annual Meeting, 2004 

 
Chilton, MM. Neighborhood characteristics and disparities in access to nutritious foods.  American Public 

Health Association, Annual Meeting, 2004 
 
Chilton, MM. Teaching sensitivity in health promotion and health behavior: Lessons from the Princess and the 

Pea .  American Public Health Association, Annual Meeting, 2004 
 
Opoku-Boateng, A,* Chilton, MM, Matthews, L. 215-GO: A pediatric obesity clinic model.  American Public 

Health Association, Annual Meeting, 2004 
 

Reels, S., Sherman,* S. Burton, H, Chilton, MM.  Healthier snacks for healthier kids: Development of social 
marketing messages for and by adolescents in South Philadelphia.  American Public Health 
Association, Annual Meeting, 2004 

 
Chilton, MM.  A Human Rights Approach to Health Disparities and Prevention Research.  Plenary 

Presentation for Research!America, Pennsylvania Public Health Association, Annual Meeting, 2003 
 
Chilton MM, M. O’Brien, E. Ford, S. Nahm.*  Violence, Food Insecurity and Women’s Rights in Urban 

America.  International Conference on Food, Poverty, and Health in Welfare.  Portugal, 2003.  

 
 

http://apha.confex.com/apha/132am/techprogram/paper_90333.htm
http://apha.confex.com/apha/132am/techprogram/paper_90333.htm
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Chilton MM, E. Ford, M. O’Brien, L. Matthews.  Hunger and Human Rights in Philadelphia: Community 

Perspectives.  American Public Health Association, Annual Meeting.  2002. 
 
Shacy Lee Rivera,* D. Smith, Chilton MM. Cancer Prevention in the Classroom: Development of the Nutrition 

Leadership Institute in a Philadelphia Public Middle School.  American Public Health Association, 
Annual Meeting, 2002. 

 
Tran Nguyn,* Chin Du, Sarah Furnas, Chilton MM.  Diabetic Health Beliefs of Chinese and Vietnamese 

Immigrants in Philadelphia.  American Public Health Association, Annual Meeting, 2002. 
 
Chilton MM, LA Beebe, BR Neas, Development of a Train the Trainer Model for Biostatistics and 

Epidemiology, American Public Health Association, Annual Meeting, 2000. 
 
Chilton MM.  What Epidemiology Can’t Measure:  American Indian Diabetes and Devastation.  Society for 

Applied Anthropology, Annual Meeting, 1999. 
 
Neas BR, Beebe LA, Asal NR, Chilton MM.  Train-the-trainer and distance-based continuing 

education: Phase 2 of the Health Agency Training program.  Paper presented at American 
Public Health Association, Annual Meeting, 1998. 

 
Chilton MM.  Applied Ethnography in a Changing Indian Heath Care Climate.  Society for Applied 

Anthropology, Annual Meeting, 1998. 
 
Chilton MM.  Ethics and Role Negotiation in Oklahoma Indian Health.  American Folklore Society, Annual 

Meeting, 1997. 
 
Chilton MM.  Ethics in Oklahoma Indian Health. Society for Applied Anthropology, Annual Meeting, 1997. 
 
Chilton MM.  Spirituality & Justice in Oklahoma Indian Health.  American Folklore Society, Annual Meeting, 

1996 
 
Chilton MM.  The Thunder's Nest. Ethical Issues in American Indian Religious Folklore.  American Folklore 

Society, Annual Meeting, 1995. 
 
 (*students of Drexel University School of Public Health) 
 
Op-Eds 
 
Chilton, MM and Cook, J.  Babies' hunger reflects inflation: Poor nutrition rises with the cost of food. It 

impedes brain growth, especially in toddlers. The Philadelphia Inquirer.  April 1, 2008 
 
Chilton, MM, Lehmann, Y, Wilson, KK.  Hunger: Not just a Moral Cost.  The Philadelphia Inquirer.  June 15, 

2007. 
 
Chilton, MM, and Angelo Giardino.  Who’s looking out for the little ones? The Philadelphia Daily News, Nov. 

2, 2004, p. 16. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://apha.confex.com/apha/130am/techprogram/paper_42843.htm
http://apha.confex.com/apha/130am/techprogram/paper_42843.htm
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Reports, Policy Briefs and Other Publications 
 
Thayer, J, Murphy, C., Cook, JT, Ettinger de Cuba, S., DaCosta*, Chilton, MM.  Coming Up Short: High Food 

costs outstrip food stamp benefits.  October, 2008.  Available at www.c-snap.org & 
www.growproject.org. 

 
Chilton, MM, Breaux, J.*  Child Hunger in Philadelphia, 2007.  June 2008.  Available at www.growproject.org 
 
Ettinger de Cuba, S., Cook, JT, Frank, DA, Black, MM, Casey, P, Chilton, MM, Cutts, D., Meyers, A. Fuel for 

Our Future:  Impacts of Energy Insecurity on Children’s Health, Nutrition, and Learning. October 2007.  
Available at www.c-snap.org & www.growproject.org  

 
Chilton, MM. Child Hunger in Philadelphia, 2006.  June 2007.  Available at www.growproject.org 
 
 
Ettinger de Cuba, S., Cook, JT, Frank, DA, Black, MM, Casey, P, Chilton, MM, Cutts, D., Meyers, A. 

Balancing Acts: Energy Insecurity among Low-Income Babies and Toddlers of Color Increases Food 
Insecurity and Harmful Health Effects, March 2007.  March 2007.  Available at www.c-snap.org 

 
 
Ettinger de Cuba, S., Cook, JT, Frank, DA, Black, MM, Casey, P, Chilton, MM, Cutts, D., Meyers, A. Food 

Stamps as Medicine: A new perspective on Children’s Health.  February 2007.  Available at www.c-
snap.org & www.growproject.org  

 
Ettinger de Cuba, S., Cook, JT, Frank, DA, Black, MM, Casey, P, Chilton, MM, Cutts, D., Meyers, A. Food 

Stamps as Medicine: A new perspective on Children’s Health.  February 2007.  Available at www.c-
snap.org & www.growproject.org  

 
Chilton, MM. Annual Indian Health Service Diabetes Care and Outcomes, 1999-2003.  Thirty Five reports for 

each year between 1999-2003.  Provided epidemiological breakdown of annual rates, and trends over 
several years of clinical care for diabetes and overweight/obesity in the USPHS Oklahoma City Area 
(three states) Indian Health Service.  Reports were generated for each facility, as well as for each of the 
eleven Service Units (Each service consists of at least three clinics). 

 
 Examples are: Clinton Service Unit, Watonga Health Clinic, Lawton Service Unit, Choctaw Service 

Unit.  Each of these was used to address and refine programming at each clinical facility, and was 
essential for developing program planning and evaluation for three states 

 
Chilton, MM.  Building Bridges between the Cheyenne and Arapaho People and the IHS Clinton Service Unit.  

Report of the Strategic Planning Committee for the Improvement of Health Services, 1997 
 
Chilton MM.  Tribal Leaders Meet with IHS Area Office.”  Cheyenne and Arapaho Bulletin, 1996, 1,12:6+. 
 
 
SELECTED INVITED PRESENTATIONS/FORUMS 
 
Witnesses to Hunger:  Mothers Taking Action to Improve Health Policy. Share Our Strength, National 

Conference, Dinnertime Presentation: Voices From the Field.  Washington, DC, October 2008. 
 
Hunger: What does Health have to do with it?  Share Our Strength, National Conference.  Workshop. 

Washington, DC, October 2008. 

 
 

http://www.c-snap.org/
http://www.growproject.org/
http://www.growproject.org/
http://www.c-snap.org/
http://www.growproject.org/
http://www.growproject.org/
http://www.c-snap.org/
http://www.c-snap.org/
http://www.c-snap.org/
http://www.growproject.org/
http://www.c-snap.org/
http://www.c-snap.org/
http://www.growproject.org/
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Food Stamps and Low Income Families.  Panelist for World Food day event, hosted by Greater 

Philadelphia Coalition Against Hunger, with press release by Estelle Richman, Secretary of 
welfare, and Mayor Michael Nutter.  October 2008. 

 
Addressing Food Insecurity at the local level: Update from the GROW Project.  Community Food 

Security Conference, Philadelphia, PA, October 2008. 
 
Food Stamps as Medicine. Plenary Talk.  Strengthening the Food Resource Safety Net Conference, 

Harrisburg, PA May 2008. 
 
The Philadelphia GROW Project:  Addressing Childhood nutrition in the context of poverty.  Surgeon 

General Visit to Philadelphia. College of Physicians  “The Crisis of Childhood Obesity: Is It 
Reversible?” With Surgeon General Rear Admiral Steven K. Galson, MD, MPH, April, 2008. 

 
Interviewing and Outreach with Vulnerable Populations.  Haverford College, Center for Center for 

Peace and Global Citizenship, April 2008 
 
Policy Maker Pens on the Ribs of Kids: Integrating Practice and advocacy with research on child 

hunger.  University of Texas School of Public Health, Houston, March, 2008. 
 
Hunger in Philadelphia?  Evidence of Food insecurity in the Midst of an Obesity epidemic.  University 

of Pennsylvania, Center for Public Health Initiatives, March 2008. 
 
Collaborative Approaches for Healthy Growth of Infants and Toddlers: The Philadelphia GROW 

Project. Panel:  Collaborative Approaches to Chronic Disease Prevention: Focus on Healthy 
Growth and Childhood Obesity.  Pennsylvania Public Health Association, Annual Meeting, 
2007. 

 
Hunger in Early Childhood: Implications for food stamp outreach. World Food Day 2007: Expanding 

Food Access:  A Fresh Food Agenda for Philadelphia.  Hosted by Greater  Philadelphia 
Coalition Against Hunger at University of Pennsylvania. 

 
Hunger as a Health Issue, Hunger as a Learning Issue.  National Anti-Hunger Policy Conference in 

Washington, D.C., February 2007.  MM Chilton, DA Frank, John Cook, Stephanie Ettinger de 
Cuba. 

 
Hunger Among Latino Families: Civil Rights and Policy Implications.  National Council of La Raza, 

National Latino Civil Rights Organization.  Los Angeles, CA, July 2006. 
 
Dignity and Human Rights: Implications for Health and Wellbeing.  MediNexus Spiritual Grand 

Rounds.  Jefferson University, Philadelphia, March 2006. 
 
Health Research that Matters: How US Policy Affects the Bodies and Rights of Children and Their 

Families.  Haverford College, Science and Society Program, February 2006 
 
Any Hack Can Tell Ya’: Racial/Ethnic Disparities in Access to Foods In Philadelphia.  Prevention 

Research Center, Tulane University School of Public Health.  April 2005 
 
Hunger & Dignity Among Women in Philadelphia. Professional Education Series: Food Policy in the 

Land of Plenty: A Recipe for Hunger, Obesity or Health? Maternity Care Coalition, 2004. 
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Leaving your pride at the doorway: The experience of hunger in Philadelphia. National Hunger 

Awareness Day Conference, June 2004.  Greater Philadelphia Food Bank and the Coalition 
Against Hunger 

 
Childhood Hunger, Family Health and Human Rights.  Keynote Address. Childhood Hunger Conference,  

Coalition Against Hunger for National Hunger Awareness Day, Philadelphia, 2003 
 
Ethnography and Individual Interviews.  Conference on Qualitative Research.  Maternity Care Coalition, 2003 
 
When Women go Hungry:  Violence and Food Insecurity in Philadelphia.  Women’s Health Institute, 

Conference on Women’s Leadership in Medicine, Drexel University, 2002. 
 
American Indian Diabetes Trends in the Oklahoma Area. Keynote address, presented at USPHS Indian Health 

Service: American Indian Diabetes Care and Action. 2002 
 
Rethinking Professional Ethics: Compassion and Cultural Difference in the Clinic.  Loyola University of 

Chicago, Stritch School of Medicine, 2001 
 
Genetics or Socioeconomic Status?:  Social Injustice in the Study of American Indian Diabetes.  Public Health 

Grand Rounds, MCP Hahnemann University School of Public Health, 2001 
 
Knowing and Caring for American Indians, Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania 
 Panel: Human Diversity in Health Care, 1996 
 
 
LOCAL POSTER PRESENTATIONS 
 
The GROW Clinic: Innovations for Philadelphia’s Most Vulnerable Children.  DePaul, E.,* Kersten, H, 

Chilton, MM. College of Physicians, 2007. 
 
Navigating Pennsylvania Cancer Patients Program: Oncology Patient Disparities in an Urban 

Population, Sherls, J.,* Miller, S., Chilton, MM. College of Physicians, 2007. 
 
Maternal Perspectives on Child Development in Relation to Food Insecurity.  Ullal, D.,*  Mossey, J, 

Chilton, MM. College of Physicians & Drexel Research Day, 2006 
 
Rapid HIV Testing: Feasibility for the Haitian Community, Rodick, K*, Foster, J, LaGuerre, R, 

Chilton, MM. Drexel Research Day, 2006. 
 
Improving HIV Prevention Programs by Acknowledging the Links Between Interpersonal Violence and 

Women’s Risk Behaviors.  Teti, M.*, Chilton, MM., Lloyd, L, and Rubinstein, R.  Drexel 
Research Day, 2005. 

 
Photovoices: Uncovering Family Experiences Behind Welfare Policies and Programs.  Kurian, C,* Worley, H, 

Sondheimer, N., Chilton, MM. College of Physicians & Drexel Research Day, 2005.  First prize at 
Both Presentations. 

 
215 GO!: Innovations in Pediatric Obesity Care.  Baffy, N,* Lisi, L, Chilton, MM.  College of Physicians and 

Drexel Research Day.  College of Physicians & Drexel Research Day, 2005. 
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Routine and Chaos: Challenges of Diabetes Self-management in a Low Income Community.  Walker, R.,* 
Gerrity, P, Chilton, MM.  College of Physicians & Drexel Research Day, 2005. 

 
Staying Healthy: Complementary and Alternative Self-Care Practice Among Diabetics in Philadelphia.  Albano, 

M-L.,* Furnas, S, Chilton MM.  College of Physicians & Drexel Research Day, 2004 
 
Community Partnerships in the Study of Child Hunger.   Chilton, MM, L. Riddell, E Ford, K. Wilson, *High, 

C., S. McKinney.  Drexel University Research Day, 2003. 
 
Disparities in Access to Nutritious Foods: the Case of North Philadelphia.  *Breaux, J, Chilton, MM.  College 

of Physicians & Drexel Research Day, 2003 
 
Violations of Dignity: An Unexplored Yet Important Risk Factor in Women’s Health.  *Nahm, S., *Albano, 

ML, Chilton, MM. College of Physicians & Drexel Research Day, 2003 
 
Project Yes: Curbing the Adolescent STD Epidemic in Philadelphia, *Jones, B, *Larach, C, *Jones, K, …, 

Chilton, MM. 
 
 *students of Drexel University School of Public Health 
 
 
TESTIMONY AND CONGRESSIONAL SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  Commission to Build a Healthier America.  Field Hearing, October, 

2, 2008.  Philadelphia.  Testimony/Panel Promoting Healthier Nutrition.   
 
Low-Income Heath and Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), C-SNAP and Chilton’s research cited 

in testimony by John Rowe (executive Director of Utility Emergency Services Fund) to the 
Department of Welfare regarding state funding for LIHEAP 2008.   

 
Congressional Black Caucus’ Annual Legislative Conference, September 25, 2007.  Issues Forum, 

hosted by Congressman Chaka Fattah.  “Transform Our Children: From Poverty to Prosperity.”   
 
Staff Briefing.  US Senate, April 4, 2007, Washington, DC.  Invited by the Senate Agriculture 

Committee.  Talk, “Food Stamps as Medicine for Infants & Toddlers: Ensuring Healthy 
Development by Strengthening Food Stamps.”  In preparation for the Upcoming 
Reauthorization of the Farm Bill. 

 
Testimony in front of the House of Representatives Agricultural Committee, Subcommittee on Oversight, 

Nutrition and Forestry, March 13, 2007, Washington, DC.  Testified on the importance of the food 
stamp program for the health and wellbeing of young children aged zero-to-three.   

 
Testimony provided for the Pennsylvania Governor’s Inter-Agency Council on Nutrition at the Hunger Summit, 

January 18, 2007, Harrisburg, PA.   For the four year “Blue Print to End Hunger in Pennsylvania.” 
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TALK RADIO GUEST APPEARANCES 
 
CHEF’S TABLE, National Public Radio.  Child hunger in America.  May 2008 
THE CATHOLIC CHANNEL, SIRIUS Radio.  The Food stamp Challenge, July 2007 
RADIO TIMES, Philadelphia Public Radio, Hunger and Food Stamps in America, June 2007 
CHEF’S TABLE, National Public Radio.  Child hunger in America.  December  2005. 
RADIO TIMES, Philadelphia Public Radio  Human Diversity Training Project.  June 1996. 
 
QUOTES/CITATIONS IN OTHER NEWS/WEB MEDIA 
 
KYW News 

 GROW Graduation, May 28, 2008. 
 GROW Graduation, June 12, 2006 

 
Channel 6: ABC Action News 

 Lisa Thomas Loury, “One to GROW On.” May 28, 2008.  Spot on GROW graduation. 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer. 

 “Forum hears rare good news on food stamps.”  My Co-Authored research/report “Coming Up Short: 
High Food costs outstrip food stamp benefits” cited in the story.  October 17, 2008. 

 Food costs likely to boost obesity in poor: Healthier choices will be even more out of reach, experts say. 
May 6, 2008.  Cited as expert. Picked up by Chicago Tribune. 

 GROW Clinic Graduation.  Photo of GROW Clinic Graduation, May 28, 2008. 
 Letter to the Editor: Farm Bill Needed. June 9, 2008. 

 
Express Times, Philadelphia Clinic Helps Child gain weight., June 23, 2008.   
 
Times Picayune, New Orleans, LA.  

 Clinic helps children overcome 'failure to thrive'.  Sunday, July 06, 2008 
 
Open Source Teaching.  (Interviews leaders to share their career passion while introducing real-world 
connections to academic content)   

 Interviewed for the field of Public Health—Spring 2008. 
 
 
 
ADVANCED PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 
 
Selected Participant for Early Career Women Faculty Professional Development seminar, 4 days. Sponsored 
by the Association of American Medical Colleges, December 2002.  
 
Advanced course in Health and Human Rights.  Harvard University School of Public Health, Summer 2002. 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

 Facilitator for grant review panel for Early Childhood Intervention, Maternal Child and Family 
Health, Philadelphia Health Department, May 2008   

 Working Group on Health Care Policy, American Folklore Society 
 Peer Reviewer, Agriculture and Human Values 
 Peer Reviewer, American Journal of Public Health 
 Peer Reviewer, Health and Human Rights 
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 Peer Reviewer, American Journal of Health Behavior 
 Ad Hoc Reviewer, Bulletin of the World Health Organization 
 Ad Hoc Reviewer, Public Health Reports 
 Ad Hoc Reviewer, Canada National Institutes of Health 
 Facilitator for 12-person panel review process of the community-based tobacco prevention 

program proposals to the Philadelphia Public Health Department, 2002. 
 External reviewer for grant proposal on disparities and diabetes in Philadelphia for Einstein 

Healthcare Network, 2002 
 External reviewer for grants submitted to MedaNexus institute. 

 
 
MEMBERSHIPS IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES 
 
American Public Health Association 
Human Development and Capability Association 
American Society for Bioethics and Humanities 
American Society of Law Medicine & Ethics 
Delta Omega, i Chapter, Honorary Public Health Society  
Physicians for Human Rights 
Society for Applied Anthropology 
American Folklore Society 
 
PROFESSIONAL COMMITTEES AND ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE 
 
Drexel University, School of Public Health  
 
2008  Director, DrPH Program in Heath Policy and Social Justice 
2007  2007 School of Public Health 10th Anniversary Symposium. Talk:  New Developments in 

Household Hunger and Child Health 
  Sub-committee to plan Departmental Retreat 
  Sub-committee on Space Allocation 
2005  Search Committee, Chair, Epidemiology and Biostatistics 
2004-2005 SPH Workload Task Force. 
2003-2005 Chair, Student Promotions Committee 
2001-2004 Coordinator/Convener: Drexel Public Health Grand Rounds 
2001-2004 SPH Team Organizer/Leader for Walk Against Hunger 
2000-2003 Member, Student Promotions Committee 
2000-2002 Member, Educational Coordinating Committee 
2001-2004 Organizer & Convener, Bi-weekly Public Health Grand Rounds 
2004  Organizer/Coordinator for Pennsylvania Health Disparities Conference (Drexel University and 

University of Pittsburgh) 
2003  Presentation on SPH research for President and Provost 
2002-2003 Student Recruitment Presentations in Philadelphia Area 
2002  Co-Author, $1M Proposal for Center for Health Equality 
2001-2002 Member, Community Based Master’s Project Oversight Committee 
  
 
Drexel University 
2007  Fulbright Fellowship Review Committee 
  Great Works Fellow, Search Committee 
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2006-present Lindback Award Review Committee 
2004-2007 Institutional Review Board for Social Sciences, Full Member 
2002-2003 Institutional Review Board for Social Sciences, Alternate Member. 
2001-2006 Member, Student Conduct Committee 
2002-2005 Drexel Research Day, Faculty representative/Judge 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 
2008-Present Co-Chair: Working Group on Early Childhood Nutrition, GROW Project 
2006-Present Research Advisory Board Member, Lincoln University,  
2006-Present Board Member, Girard Community Council 
2001-2005 Chair, Poverty and Health: Working Group on Poverty, PHENDD Philadelphia Higher 

Education Network for Neighborhood Development 
2001-Present Co-Convener, Philadelphia Working Group on Food Security Research 
2001  Presentation on public health to highschool students at William Penn High School. 
 
 
EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
1. PUBLIC HEALTH EDUCATION 
 
Full Courses Taught, Drexel University School of Public Health 
DrPH Program 

 Health and Human Rights, 2005-2008 
MPH Program 

 Behavioral Assessment, 2001-2007, Director of the Course for 4-5 sections 
 Community Health, 2003, 2006 
 Health Policy, 2002 
 Population Assessment II (Epidemiology), 2000 

 
Other Courses/lecture series & seminars, Drexel University School of Public Health 

 Occupational & Environmental Health, Spring 2003 
 Program Planning and Evaluation, Fall 2001 
 Introduction to Public Health, “Human Rights, Drug addiction and the Drug Wars,” Spring 

2002  
 Nutrition and Community Food Security, Community Health & Prevention, Spring 2002 
 Community Based Ethics, Second year Skills Session (2002-2005) 
 Qualitative Research, Second Year Skills Session (2004-2005) 

 
Guest lectures throughout Drexel University System 
 
Complementary and Alternative Medicine & Cross-Cultural Ethics.  Guest Lecture, Medical Ethics, Physicians 

Assistant Program. MCPHU/Drexel University, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 
 
Complementary and Alternative Medicine, Guest Lecture, Medicine and Society II. Interdepartmental Medical 

Science Program (IMS), MCPHU School of Medicine, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008. 
 
Measuring Spirituality and Religion. Guest Lecture, Principles of Medical Research, MCPHU School of 

Medicine, 2002, 2003 
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  Mariana Chilton, page 18 
 

2. MEDICAL EDUCATION 
 
Seminar, 5 weeks, Complementary and Alternative Medicine, Humanities Program, MCP Hahnemann School 

of Medicine, Spring, 2002.  I developed the syllabus and taught 20 medical students involved on the 
Humanities Scholars Program. 

Facilitator, All day symposium on Diversity in Medicine, MCP Hahnemann School of Medicine, Fall 2000. 
 
3. HUMANITIES EDUCATION 
 
Full semester courses, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 
  Cross-cultural experiences in illness, healing and death, Fall 1994;  
  Magical realism and beyond (Latin American authors in translation), Spring 1995.  I prepared 

syllabi, developed written assignments, taught college writing skills. 
Full semester courses, Redlands Community College, El Reno, OK 
 Introduction to Humanities, Summer 1997 
 Introduction to Sociology, Spring 1997 
 English Composition I & II.  Fall 1996-Spring 1997 
Writing Consultant, Writing Across The University Program (WATU), University of Pennsylvania 
  Writing Across the Curriculum, Spring 1995;  
  World Music and Cultures, Spring 1993, Fall 1994 
 Advised graduate and undergraduate students on written assignments, organized drafts, guided 

students’ focus and persuasive argument 
 
 
Curriculum Development 
 
Teaching-case development 
Drexel University School of Public Health 

 Developed teaching case on youth violence in Philadelphia, incorporated into Full-time curriculum, 
Health Behavior Assessment. 

 Developed and authored a full teaching case on Obesity, Welfare Reform and Human Rights, which 
was incorporated into the full time MPH curriculum in “Health Behavior Assessment,” spring 
2002-05..   

 Guided graduate students in creating a public health ethics and policy case on stem cell research, 
which was ultimately taught in “Health Policy,” spring 2002-05. 

 Developed a teaching case on Cocaine addiction in the US & the drug war in Latin America from a 
public health ethics and human rights framework for “Introduction to Public Health,” taught spring 
2002, 03, 04.   

 Incorporated human rights components into several existing teaching cases in “Health Policy,” 
“Behavioral Health,” and “Program Planning and Evaluation.” 

Drexel University, College of Medicine 
 Developed a real-life cultural diversity teaching case on end-of-life care for physicians and nurses 

through two organizations: ELNEC, with the American Association of Colleges of Nursing and EPEC, 
Education of Physicians on End of Life Care, supported by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 2001 

Penn State College of Medicine 
 Developed human diversity teaching cases from my ethnographic field research for the four-year 

diversity training curriculum at Penn State.  As a part of the curriculum development, I researched 
American Indian and Mexican American health beliefs, conducted fieldwork in tribal communities in 
southwestern Oklahoma and facilitated tribal/community advocacy. 1995-1997 
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Course Development 
Drexel University School of Public Health 
 Developed the syllabus for the full semester course, Health and Human Rights, the required 

introductory course for all Drexel SPH doctoral students as part of the doctoral core.  Significantly 
altered the course Health Behavior Assessment, and adapted this course into a hybrid Problem Based 
Learning (PBL) and Lecture course during the change of our curriculum from PBL to more traditional 
formats. 

Drexel University College of Medicine 
 Developed the syllabus for a 5-week seminar on Complementary and Alternative Medicine for 2nd and 

3rd year Medical Students. Spring 2002 
University of Pennsylvania 
 Developed the syllabi for the full length courses that fulfilled the Freshmen English Writing 

Requirement.  Cross-cultural experiences in illness, healing and death, Spring 1995;  Magical Realism 
and beyond, Fall 1994 

University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center, Department of Biostatistics & Epidemiology.   
 Developed curriculum materials for Brief epidemiology courses in seven-state region for health 

department personnel.  I developed teaching materials for adult/professional learners, and coordinated 
train-the-trainer courses and area steering committee meetings.  I created a web site to report training 
schedule and to provide other Internet links to state health agencies and national health databases.  
Funded by HRSA. 1997-1998.  1997-1998. 

 
Student Master Theses, Serving as Chair 
 
The Real Cost of a Healthy Diet for Low Income families: Food Stamps and Health.  Rosa DaCosta, ’08. 
 
Effectiveness of Philadelphia Safe and Sound Violence Prevention Program Among Adolescents,  Jason De La 

Cruz, ’08.  
 
The GROW Clinic: Innovations for Philadelphia’s Most Vulnerable Children.  Emily DePaul, ’07.  
 
Navigating Pennsylvania Cancer Patients Program: Oncology Patient Disparities in an Urban Population, 

Jamilia Sherls, ’07. 
 
Rapid HIV Testing: Feasibility for the Haitian Community, Rodick, Kristin. ’06.  APHA Abstract 

accepted/presented 2006. 
 
Photovoices: Uncovering Family Experiences Behind Welfare Policies and Programs. Cizely Kurian ’05.  

2005 National Award Winner:  DHHS, Secretary’s Award for Innovations in Health Promotion 
and Disease Prevention.  Third Place.  First Place Award: Philadelphia College of Physicians, 
First Place Award at Drexel Research Day.  APHA Abstract accepted/presented, 2005.   

 
“215-GO!: Innovations in Pediatric Obesity Care  Noemi Baffy ’05. APHA Abstract accepted.  Finalist for 

Student Prize for Best Abstract, 2005. 
 
Improving Diabetes Self-Management in a Community Based Clinic. Renee Walker ’05. APHA Abstract 

accepted/presented, 2005 
 
Staying Healthy: Complementary and Alternative Self Care Practices Among People with Diabetes. Mary-

Leah Albano ’04. Honorable Mention Exemplary Community Based Master’s Project Award 
(Drexel University)  APHA Abstract Submitted ‘04 
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Healthier snacks for healthier kids: Working to change the eating habits of adolescents in South Philadelphia. 
Serita Reels ’04. Accepted poster abstract—APHA, 2004 

 
Developing a Pediatric Obesity Clinic. Akosua  Opoku-Boateng ’04.  APHA Abstract accepted/presented, 

2004 
 
Cancer Prevention in the Classroom: Development of the Nutrition Leadership Institute in a Philadelphia 

Public Middle School. Shacy Rivera. APHA Abstract accepted/presented, 2002 
 
Diabetic Health Beliefs of Chinese and Vietnamese Immigrants in Philadelphia. Tran Thu Nguyen, 2002. 

APHA Abstract accepted/presented, 2002 
 
The KENTE Program: Improving coping skills of pregnant adolescents. Saleema Curtis. 2002. 

 
 
Student Master Theses, Serving as Community Preceptor through The GROW Project 
 
Witnesses to Hunger, Welfare Programs and Preventive Medicine.  Christina Council, 2009 
 
Food Insecurity and Asthma.  Angelique Blann, 2009 
 
Child Development from the Mother’s Perspective, Divya Ullal, 2005. 
 
 
Dissertation Committees (Chair) 
Jennifer Rae Breaux, DrPH Candidate 
Tanya Lewis Walls, DrPH Candidate 
Lucy Kibe, DrPH Candidate 
 
Committee Member 
Donn Lonnquist, PhD candidate, Art Therapy, College Nursing. 
 
Dissertation Committees (Completed) 
 
Dynamics and psychology of weight control among low-income women.  Rachel Annunzi, PhD ’04. Dept of 

Psychiatry: College of Nursing and Health Professions 
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