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Dr. Symons holds a bachelor's 
degree in biology from the 
University of Virginia, a Master 
of Public Health from Emory 
University, and a doctorate in 
epidemiology from Johns 
Hopkins University.  He 
completed his dissertation 
under the supervision of Dr. 
Jonathan Samet.  His research 
focused on the adverse health 

effects of fine particulate matter air pollution for persons with 
congestive heart failure.  During his doctoral studies, he was a 
research analyst for projects evaluating the health impact of 
the 1990 Gulf War, air pollutant exposures at the World Trade 
Center disaster site, respiratory illnesses and symptoms in 
children in North Dakota, and has contributed to the design 
and conduct of epidemiologic and exposure studies of air 
pollutants in Baltimore, Maryland.  He is a visiting professor of 
epidemiology and environmental health risk assessment at the 
University of Pretoria, South Africa, and has been a visiting 
lecturer in epidemiology at the American University in Armenia.  
Currently, he is an epidemiologist at the DuPont Haskell Global 
Centers for Health and Environmental Sciences where he 
researches occupational and community health associated 
with the manufacturing facilities and processes of E.I. du Pont 
de Nemours Company. 


